Cursillo News for Sept. — Oct. 2010

Calendar of Events
September 18, 2010  Secretariat Meeting, 9:30 am; Blessed John XXIII, Lincoln (9:00am Mass)
[Note: Moved from Saturday, Sept. 11
September 24-26, 2010 Region VI Fall Encounter
[See enclosed white Registration form (directions/agenda on back of form)]
October 16, 2010 SOL - 10:00am — 3:00pm (Mass at 9:30am); St. Ann Parish, Doniphan, NE
[Note: Moved from Saturday, Oct. 9]
November 13, 2010 Secretariat Meeting, 9:30 am; Blessed John XXIII, Lincoln (9:00am Mass)
December 11, 2010 SOL - 10:00am — 3:00pm (Mass at 9:30am); St. James Parish, Cortland
January 8, 2011 SOL - 10:00am — 3:00pm (Mass at 9:30am); St. Ann Parish, Doniphan, NE
(Secretariat Meeting to precede/follow SOL)
February 4-5, 2011 Practice Weekend, at St. John the Baptist Parish, Minden
February 10-13, 2011 Men’s Three Day Weekend, at St. John the Baptist Parish, Minden
February 24-27, 2011 Women’s Three Day Weekend, at St. John the Baptist Parish, Minden
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1. Ultreya Center News:

+ The Hastings/Minden/Holdrege Ultreya Center held its first Ultreya in over a year on
Sunday, August 15, at 3:30 pm at St. John the Baptist Church in Minden (a potluck
followed). The Ultreya Center plans to begin holding quarterly Ultreyas, with the next
Ultreya scheduled for Sunday, November 14 at 3:00pm at St. John the Baptist Church
in Minden.

Comments about Ultreya (from Kathy Rowell, Holdrege)

The Samaritan woman went to the well because she was thirsty. She
needed something to quench her thirst — to revive and sustain her. At the
well, the Samaritan woman had a conversation with Jesus, a Jew. She was
amazed that a Jew would speak to a Samaritan woman. They came from
different backgrounds. Although she went to the well to quench her thirst,
Jesus told her of the Living Water that would also quench her soul.

We have all heard this story and maybe did not think it had a lot of
relevance for us on our daily lives. What if we look at this story in a different
way? Sometimes a change of perspective is all it takes to open our eyes to
another point of view.
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We are the Samaritan woman thirsting for a conversation with Someone

Sacred Heart who can satisfy us. Instead of going to the well, we go to an Ultreya. Jesus is

Elementary there in the people of different backgrounds and He gives us a gift that will
sustain us until we come together again.

School, The Minden-Hastings-Holdrege Ultreya met on Sunday, August 15" for the

Norfolk, NE first time in over a year. It had been a long dry spell for the Cursillistas who

attended. We came together and the differences in background and location
melted away and the Living Water of sharing, friendship and Faith united us.
We left feeling renewed in spirit — a wonderful gift from God.

Details regarding upcoming Ultreyas in ALL Ultreya Centers will be included in
each Newsletter and are also available on the diocesan web page:
http://webpages.charter.net/seas/cursillolincoln.html.

¢ The Beatrice/Crete/Hebron/Lincoln Ultreya Center continues its rotation of locations ...
The September Ultreya is scheduled for September 26 at the St. Joseph Parish Center in
Beatrice. The October Ultreya is scheduled for October 24 at the Sacred Heart Parish
Hall in Hebron.

¢ The Southwest Ultreya Center will continue to rotate its Ultreya location between
McCook and Imperial. For the September Ultreya will be held on September 12 at 3:30
pm CT in the basement of St. Patrick Church in McCook and the October Ultreya will be
held on October 10 at 2:30 pm MT in the basement of St. Patrick Church in Imperial.

¢ The Plattsmouth/Nebraska City Ultreya Center will continue meeting for Ultreya on the
2" Saturday of the month at 6:30pm (following the 5:00pm Mass) at the Church of the
Holy Spirit in Plattsmouth. The September Ultreya will be on September 11 and the
October Ultreya will be on October 9.

+ The Vietnamese-language Ultreya continues to be held the fourth Sunday of each month
at 3:00pm at Immaculate Heart of Mary Rectory Basement in Lincoln (6405 Madison Ave).

Reminders re: Ultreya and Group Reunion (especially invitations to non-cursillistas):
e Any Ultreya is open to any cursillista and even non-cursillistas.
e |f your area is not holding regular Ultreyas, consider visiting a neighboring Ultreya Center.

e Also consider inviting a non-cursillista to experience Ultreya or Group Reunion, as
these are ways of helping show/explain what Cursillo is. However, BEFORE you invite
someone to a Group Reunion (whether that person is another cursillista or a non-
cursillista), first ask the permission of your group members, as it is very important to
respect the confidentiality and privacy of what is shared by the members of your Group.
Also, keep in mind that a non-cursillista will not have the full understanding of the
Cursillo Method without living the Three Day Weekend; thus, you should make it clear
that these are only “stepping stones” leading to the Three Day Weekend and into the
Fourth Day.

e The structure of what is shared at Group Reunion and Ultreya is NOT a secret. However,
the details of what is shared IS confidential and NOT meant to be shared outside the

group.
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2. Precursillo 3.

The Weekends scheduled for February 2011 may seem like they are a long way off, but

they are not ... at least in terms of the work to be done in the Precursillo. The work of the Sacred Heart
Precursillo is ongoing, and NOT done solely in the few weeks leading up to the next set of
Weekends. As a refresher, the Precursillo’s stated purposes are: (1) to study environments; (2)|Elementary

to select candidates through friendship; (3) to sponsor; and (4) to prepare our friends School,
(candidates). The stated objectives of the Precursillo are tied to the four purposes: Norfolk, NE

1. Study of environments
In essence, this involves a proper study of those places/situations in which we find
ourselves, with an eye toward selecting candidates in those environments with the
leadership qualities that will transform the environment into a Christian one. The
environments we are called to study are not exclusively related to the Church or
parish ... we must look at ALL environments with an eye toward how best to win
them for Christ.

2. Selection of candidates through friendship
A. ldentify key persons within our environments.
B. Selection of candidates through friendship.
C. Selection of persons based on the effectiveness of the candidate as the leaven
D

of his/her environment and circumstances.
Insure that all candidates satisfy the basic requirements to participate in the
Cursillo Weekend.

3. To sponsor
To support each candidate according to the responsibilities listed on the back of the
Lincoln Diocese Sponsor Form (see diocesan webpage).

4. To prepare our friends (candidates) 5
To prepare our friends with a view toward Postcursillo.

Come to the October SOL, where the topic of discussion will be “What is involved in
sponsoring a candidate on a Cursillo Weekend?” The October SOL is tentatively scheduled for
October 16, 2010 (re-scheduled from Oct. 9), from 10:00am — 3:00pm (with Mass at 9:30am)
at St. Ann Parish in Doniphan, NE.

If you know of persons who are hungry to know our Lord better, and who want to grow in
their spiritual lives, begin to prepare them for a Three Day Weekend. Continue to offer Palanca,
that God might give you eyes to see and ears to listen for those who want to know Him better ...
We should study our environments (those around us) at all times in search of persons who can
help Christianize the world ... He’s counting on you!!!

As always, the registration form for Three Day Weekend is available from the Cursillo of
Lincoln website (http://webpages.charter.net/seas/cursillolincoln.html). Please use the most
recent forms, as information has changed. The Registration Form should be filled out by the
candidate and returned to you as the sponsor; you should fill out the Sponsor Form (and be
prepared to fulfill the sponsor responsibilities described on the back of the form), including
getting the candidate’s pastor’s signature, and send the Registration Form and Sponsor Form
together with the registration fee ($20) to the Lay Director (address on the form).
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Three Day Weekend

The next Three Day Weekends are scheduled for February 2011 at St. John the Baptist
Parish in Minden ... who do you know that should be there? The Weekends are:

o Men’s Weekend: February 10-13, 2011
. Women’s Weekend: February 24-27, 2011

See last paragraph under “Precursillo” for information about registration forms.

Postcursillo
Lincoln Diocese — Please help sustain the Ultreyas and Group Reunions ... they are
Vi someone else may need YOU to be there!!

¢ Region VI
The Omaha Arch-diocé

is.kosting the Fall 2010 Region V1 Encounter, which will be

hed on September 226, 2010 (N ENNEENNREH GRS .o
in Omaha). Regional Encounters begin at approximately 8:00 p.m. on Friday evening
(registration prior to opening) and conclude with the Ultreya on Saturday evening (Sunday
morning Mass and breakfast are provided on Sunday morning; sack lunches for those
traveling are also provided). This is SO close for our Diocese ... make plans now to be
there to share in the work of Cursillo with others in our region!!

The Registration Form is included in this newsletter, which includes directions to the
Retreat Center and a brief agenda (see the white page). The Registration From is also
available on both the Lincoln Diocese Cursillo web page and the Region VI web page.

¢ National — See “From the Lay Director” for comments about the 20" National Encounter.

. School of Leaders (SOL)

The next SOL will be October 16, 2010 (changed from October 9), at St. Ann Parish in
Doniphan (see the enclosed registration form on the inside of the mailing cover). As usual, the
day will begin with Mass at 9:30 a.m., followed by 10:00am Group Reunion, the technique talks
and work sessions, and the doctrinal talk.

The technique talks for the next SOL will focus on the Precursillo. First, we will discuss the
purpose of the Cursillo Movement and the importance of the Cursillo Method (see Fr. Seiker’s
article under “From the Spiritual Advisor”), and then focus on the Study of the Environment and
the how’s and why’s and what’s of selecting candidates and sponsoring candidates to the Three
Day Weekend. In studying the Precursillo in this manner, the talks will naturally show how the
three areas of the Movement (Precursillo, Cursillo, and Postcursillo) fit together. It will be a
great way to better understand Cursillo itself. The doctrinal talk relates to topics that will help
you to continue to grow in your spiritual life ... on-going metanoia!

Please consider helping with the work of Cursillo. There are many, many areas in which to
contribute. This is not about “qualifying” you to give a rollo on a Weekend ... it is about doing
all those things which are necessary to keep Cursillo alive and well in the Diocese. There are
any number of ways that you can help, some of which take more or less time than others ... just
pick one. The best part of SOL is the community, and working together ... it is the

friendship. Please join us!!
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From the Spiritual Advisor

In his homily on EWTN on Wednesday, August 18, 2010, Fr. Mark Mary, referred to a
paragraph from Pope John Paul 1I’s Apostolic Exhortation: “The Church in Europe”. Fr. Mark Mary
observed that much of what is said in this exhortation could also apply to the Church in America. He
specifically quoted the follow passage:

“Everywhere, then, a renewed proclamation is needed even for those already baptized. Many
Europeans today think they know what Christianity is, yet they do not really know it at all. Often they
are lacking in knowledge of the most basic elements and notions of the faith. Many of the baptized live
as if Christ did not exist: the gestures and signs of faith are repeated, especially in devotional
practices, but they fail to correspond to a real acceptance of the content of the faith and fidelity to the
person of Jesus. The great certainties of the faith are being undermined in many people by a vague
religiosity lacking real commitment; various forms of agnosticism and practical atheism are spreading
and serve to widen the division between faith and life; some people have been affected by the spirit of
an immanentist humanism, which has weakened the faith and often, tragically, led to its complete
abandonment; one encounters a sort of secularist interpretation of Christian faith which is corrosive
and accompanied by a deep crisis of conscience and of Christian moral practice.(80) The great values
which amply inspired European culture have been separated from the Gospel, thus losing their very
soul and paving the way for any number of aberrations.

“When the Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (Lk 18:8). Will he find faith in our
countries, in this Europe of ancient Christian tradition? This is an open question which clearly reveals
the depth and the drama of one of the most serious challenges which our Churches are called to face.
It can be said as the Synod emphasized that this challenge frequently consists not so much in
baptizing new converts as in enabling those already baptized to be converted to Christ and his Gospel:
(81) in our communities we need to be seriously concerned about bringing the Gospel of hope to all
those who are far from the faith or who have abandoned the practice of Christianity.” (Post-Synodal
Apostolic Exhortation: The Church in Europe [June 28, 2003] #47).

What caught my attention was the reference to the “New Evangelization” that Pope John Paul 1l
often referred to throughout his papacy. As cursillistas, we are called to be a part of that “New
Evangelization”. Christ called us during our Three Day Weekend to conversion ... to metanoia.
That conversion is an ongoing work. Everyday we are to be more and more converted to Christ and
to His Gospel. The Lord desires that this conversion take place not only in us but in all people.
Christ is counting on us to “Christianize our environments”. He wants us to bring the “Gospel of
Hope to all those who are far from the faith or who have abandoned the practice of Christianity” as
well as to those who are already Baptized.

How do we do this? We have been entrusted with the gift of the Cursillo Method ... Group
Reunion and Ultreya. As we meet in our weekly Group Reunions and participate in Ultreya, we
share our experiences of living our Catholic faith in the three areas of the tripod of Piety, Study, and
Action. We are to challenge others and be challenged by them to live authentic lives of Piety and not
just “go through the motions”. We are to challenge others and be challenged by them to study our
faith ... to really get to know our Lord deeper in a personal way and to know our Catholic faith
better. We are to challenge others and be challenged by them to put our faith into Action ... and to
make plans that are Apostolic ...how are we (as apostles) going to bring Christ into the environments
in which He placed us? There are persons that each of us know ... persons that we meet in our daily

5

lives, who either don’t know the Lord very well, or have fallen away from an active practice of the
faith, or who are just “going through the motions”. What’s our plan to bring them back?

Others should be able to see in us ... in our faith lived out in our daily lives ... our love for the
Lord and for His Church. Through meeting us, they should desire the goodness that they see in us ...
and should say to us as the Gentiles said to Philip: "'Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” (Jn 12:21). May
the Lord help each of us to be faithful to what has been given to us, and to live our Catholic faith and
the Cursillo Method in such a way that we shall be an active part of the New Evangelization.

De Colores!! Fr. Mark Seiker

From the Lay Director

In my last note, | wrote about giving of self to serve others in and for the Cursillo Movement. At
the 20th National Cursillo Encounter (July 29 — August 1, 2010 at Rockhurst University in Kansas
City, MO), we “encountered” hundreds of those very people. For those of you who have attended
either a Regional or National Encounter, you understand the joy of sharing the same love of Jesus
with so many who feel the same way. Eight from our Diocese were there, so Lincoln was well
represented.

The Encounter began on Thursday evening with a welcome, the keynote address, night prayers,
exposition, and reconciliation. Fr. David Knight (author of “His Way”, a book many of you may
have read) gave the keynote address — “The Unprofitable Servant”. He spoke about stewardship, and
about the many people who are just living a good life but actually failing as stewards (recall the
parable of the stewards and the man who buried his one talent out of fear). What Fr. Knight talked
about really hit home, and I reflected on what | am doing with my talents — did | bury them, or am |
“investing” them? If God is my life like |1 hope He is, why would | think of burying the wonderful
treasures He gives me to share? Fr. Knight said we are stewards of everything — God does not hold
back His gifts, rather, the decision is ours to do something with them or not. It is like the Ideal rollo
— what do we do with our gifts?

At the Encounter, multiple presentations were given at the same time, so we tried to split up so at
least one of us would hear each of the talks. The presentations covered many topics including: (1)
Regional Service Team; (2) Essence, Purpose, and Mentality [of the Cursillo Movement]; (3)
Sponsoring a Friend to a Cursillo; (4) Regional Secretariat; (5) The Role of the Cursillo Leader; (6)
Friendship Group Reunion; (7) Diocesan Secretariat; (8) Spirituality of the Cursillo Leader; (9)
Ultreya; (10) Criteria for Authenticity; (11) Dangers and Deviations; and (12) Persevering in the
Fourth Day. Each presentation was followed by small group discussion and then a summary of what
was discussed in the groups. A common theme emerged in that most misunderstandings in the
Movement appear to come from a lack of studying the most basic Cursillo literature (e.g., the
Leaders’ Manual). The overriding desire of those participating was to be faithful to the charism of
the Movement and to implement, where needed, changes to return to authenticity. We need to pray
and offer much palanca for dioceses that struggle, and that cursillistas in our own diocese might
continue to grow in their understanding and living of Cursillo.

Again, | ask that you consider becoming more active in Cursillo. Start by being faithful to your
friendship group, and if you’re not grouping, then consider joining/starting one. Come to Ultreya.
Consider participating in the School of Leaders. We need each other — God wants us to be
community. Let us all pray for each other always.

De Colores!! John Springer
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Sotbood of Leaders

Oclober 16, 2010
202 NV 5% Street (5% and Cedar Shreets)
St Ann /)aiu'dt, .‘Zam'p/tan, NE

Please come .. Deepen your understanding of Cursillo ...

ALL are welcome - Including ALL new 4" Dayers !l

If you cannot be with us, we request Palanca for the success of the School.

Please consider helping with the work of Cursillo. There are
many, many areas in which to contribute. This is not about
"qualifying” you to give a rollo on a Weekend ... it is about doing
all those things which are necessary to keep Cursillo alive and
well in the Diocese. There are any number of ways that you
can help, some of which take more or less time than others ...
just pick one. The best part of SOL is the community, and
working together ... it is the friendship. Please join us!!

School of Leaders Agenda:

9:30am ---  Mass (for those who wish to assist)
10:00am --  Group Reunion, Session #1, Lunch, Session #2, Visit to Blessed Sacrament, Depart.
3:00pm ---  Clean up and departure (estimated time ... may be earlier ... may be later ...).

The Technigue Talks will focus on the Precursillo. First, we will discuss the purpose of the Cursillo
Movement and the importance of the Cursillo Method, and then focus on the Study of the Environment
and the how’s and why’s and what’s of selecting candidates and sponsoring candidates to the Three
Day Weekend. In studying the Precursillo in this manner, the talks will naturally show how the three
areas of the Movement (Precursillo, Cursillo, and Postcursillo) fit together. It will be a great way to
better understand Cursillo itself. The Doctrinal Talk relates to topics that will help you to continue to
grow in your spiritual life ... on-going metanoia!

Please bring the following with you to the SOL (if you have them):

¢ BRING YOUR OWN SACK LUNCH (to save on time preparing and cleaning up, etc.)
¢ Pilgrim’s Guide

¢ Leaders’ Manual (please pray the Leader’s Prayer regularly)

¢ We ask that you consider making a donation to help cover a donation for use of the facility.




NEW LOCATION - EFFECTIVE 8-23-2010

[Revised Aug. 23, 2010 — Disregard all previous location information]

ARCHDIOCESE OF OMAHA, NE (to be held in Norfolk, NE)
FALL CURSILLO REGION VI ENCOUNTER REGISTRATION FORM

Date: September 24 - 26, 2010

Location: Sacred Heart Elementary School

2301 Madison Ave.
Norfolk, NE 68701

Emergency phone number while the Encounter is going on:

Directions: See back of this page

Alternative Sleeping (all in Norfolk):

Rodeway Inn ($59.99)
2206 Market Lane

Norfolk, NE - (402) 371-9779

Super 8-Norfolk ($75.99)
1223 W Omaha Ave

Contact: Helen Garcia
Phone: (402) 750-4881
E-Mail: helengarvar@yahoo.com

402-750-4881

New Victorian Inn ($59.99)
1001 W Omaha Ave
Norfolk, NE - (402) 379-3035

Holiday Inn Express ($94.95)
920 So. 20" st.

Norfolk, NE - (402) 379-2220

Norfolk Lodge & Suites ($99.99)
4200 West Norfolk Avenue
Norfolk, NE - (402) 379-3833

Norfolk, NE — (402) 379-1524

Hampton Inn ($104.00)
904 South 20th Street
Norfolk, NE - (402) 371-4430

Cost for the Encounter: $50.00 per person

Accommodations are truly Cursillo style — Bring sleeping bags, etc.; if you have air mattresses, you might want to
bring those. You need to bring your own bedding (pillows, blankets, etc.), as well as towels and linens and your
personal items (soap, toothpaste, etc.). If you plan to arrive after 10:00 pm on Friday, please let us know so
arrangements can be made for you to gain access.

Cut on dotted line and return bottom portion with your $50.00 payment (check payable to “Region VI Cursillo™) to:

John Jelinek (Region VI Treasurer)
513 John Street
Hopkins , MN 55343-8562

Please register before September 17, so we can purchase food. Remember to bring your pilgrim’s guide.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip
Phone: EMAIL:
Sleeping at Retreat Center? Yes No

Box Lunch for Sunday? Yes No

Special Accommodation needed:




SACRED HEART ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2301 MADISON AVE
NORFOLK, NE 68701

DIRECTIONS FROM OMAHA TO NORFOLK, NE

Go WEST on US-6 W/Dodge St, continuing onto Dodge Road and later State Hwy 28B (Link).
Merge onto US-275 N, then take US-77/US-275 W ramp to Norfolk/So. Sioux City (keep right at
the fork), and continue toward US-275 N/US-77 N and merge onto US-275 N/US-77 N (continue to
follow US-275 N for 71 miles). Turn right at NE-24 W / US-275 BUS N for 1.1 miles. Then turn
left at NE-35 W / US-275 BUS N for 2.4 miles. Turn left at So. 18" Street and go approximately
400 feet, then take the 1% right onto Madison Ave. (for 0.4 miles). Sacred Heart Elementary
School will be on your left.

DIRECTIONS FROM LINCOLN TO NORFOLK, NE

Take I-80 W to NE-15 N (Seward exit 379), and turn NORTH. Continue NORTH on NE-15 for
about 26-1/2 miles. Turn left at NE-92 / 32 Rd and follow NE-92 W for 14-1/2 miles. Then turn
right at US-81 N and continue to follow US-81 N for 60-1/2 miles. Turn LEFT at US-275 N, and
follow US-275 N for 1.3 miles. Turn right at S. 25" St. and go 0.3 miles, then turn right at Madison
Ave and go another 0.3 miles. Sacred Heart Elementary School will be on your right.

DIRECTIONS FROM SIOUX CITY TO NORFOLK, NE
Take NE-35 W into Norfolk. At So. 18" Street, turn left and go approximately 400 feet, then take
the 1% right onto Madison Ave. (for 0.4 miles). Sacred Heart Elementary School will be on your left.

DIRECTIONS FROM McCo00K TO OAKDALE, NE

Take US-34 / US-6 east to NE 44 North (approximately 88 miles). Turn north (left) onto NE 44 and
drive approximately 13 miles to I-80, and take 1-80 east to Exit 312 (US-34 / US 281) and head
north; after approximately 4.7 miles merge onto NE-2/US-34 east for 2 miles, then turn left on S.
Locust St. for 2-1/2 miles. At US-30 (W. 1% St.), turn right and continue to follow US-30 east for
about 62-1/2 miles. Turn left on US-30 E / US-81 N for 2 miles, then turn left at 23" St. for 0.8
miles. Then continue onto US-81 N for 42.8 miles, and turn left at US-275 N, and follow US-275 N
for 1.3 miles. Turn right at S. 25" St. and go 0.3 miles, then turn right at Madison Ave and go
another 0.3 miles. Sacred Heart Elementary School will be on your right.

Agenda for the Fall 2010 Region VI Encounter

FRIDAY, September 24, 2010 12:15 pm Discussion

7.00-8:00 pm Registration 12:30 pm Lunch

8:00 pm Welcome — Explain Facility 1:30 pm  Presentation #4 — Spiritual Presentation
8:15-10:00 pm Meditation and Reconciliation 2:15pm Break

SATURDAY. September 25. 2010 2:30 pm Lay Director's Meeting — Regional Secretariat

3:30 pm Break

3:45 pm Region VI Meeting

5:00 pm Mass (anticipatory for Sunday)
6:00 pm Supper

7:00 pm Ultreya — Night Prayers — Fiesta

6:30 am Arise

7:00 am Morning Prayer/Mass

8:00 am Breakfast

9:00 am Presentation #1 — Precursillo #1
9:45 am Discussion

10:00 am Break SUNDAY _September 26, 2010
10:15 am Presentation #2 — Precursillo #2 6:30 am Arise

11:00 am Discussion 7:30am Mass

11:15am Break 8:30 am Breakfast

11:30 am Presentation #3 — Precursillo #3 9:00 am Depart
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